
APPENDIX 1

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP

Minutes of a Meeting of the Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group held on 
Wednesday, 4 April 2018 at 10.15 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, 
Barrow-in-Furness, LA14 1LG

PRESENT:

Mr W McEwan (Chair)

Mrs A Burns
Mr KR Hamilton

Mr MH Worth
Mr R Worthington

Also in Attendance:-

Mr I Harker - Lighting Manager, Highways Transport and Fleet
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer
Mr G Manning - Street Lighting Officer
Mr S Saxon - Apprentice - Civil Engineering Technician
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager
Mrs V Upton - Traffic Management Team Leader

Mr J Reade and Mr J Moulding, representatives from Highways England, attended 
for agenda item no 3 – Update from Highways England (minute no 43 refers).

41 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr D Brook, Mr F Cassidy and 
Mr D Gawne.

42 MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 8 February 2018 were 
confirmed as circulated.

43 UPDATE FROM HIGHWAYS ENGLAND

The Sub-Group received a presentation from Highways England on Flood 
Management on their network which included information on:-

 The network in Cumbria:
 M6 (Scottish border to Lancashire County Boundary)
 A595 (Calder Bridge to Great Clifton)
 A66 Workington to Durham County Boundary
 A590 Barrow (Park Road Roundabout) to M6 (junction 36)



 Definition of flooding
 Drainage Data Management System
 Developing a forward drainage renewal programme
 Other funding sources
 Partnership working.

During the course of discussion members raised their concerns regarding the single 
route into the Furness area and emphasised the need for this to be taken into 
consideration when future schemes were being prioritised.

The Sub-Group thanked the officers for their presentation.

44 UPDATE FROM UNITED UTILITIES

Members were informed that the United Utilities representative was unable to attend 
the meeting, therefore, the item would be deferred to the next meeting.

The local Member for Walney North raised his disappointment that the item was 
deferred as he was keen to receive an update regarding flooding on the 
Promenade.  He requested that if no representative was available to attend the next 
meeting he be provided with an update and a date when works were scheduled to 
begin on the Promenade.

45 ROAD LIGHTING UPDATE

Members received an update from Ian Harker, Lighting Manager and 
Garry Manning, Street Lighting Officer.

The Sub-Group were informed that the Council had made significant capital 
investment in the road lighting stock through the LED improvement and column 
replacement programmes.

Members noted that the LED Improvement Programme (Phase 1) had been 
completed in March 2017 with approximately 25,000 (55%) units being converted 
across the county of which over 5,000 were located in Barrow.  It was explained that 
from the baseline year, the Programme had resulted in an annual reduction of:

Energy Costs £700,000.00
Energy Consumption 9,000,000 kWh
Carbon Emissions 6,000 tonnes CO2.

The Sub-Group noted that the Column Replacement Programme had replaced 
approximately 4,500 life expired lighting columns countywide of which approximately 
850 were located in Barrow.  In addition to replacing columns several kilometres of 
failed cable network were renewed.  It was noted that the Programme had 
significantly reduced the risk posed by life expired columns.



Members noted that the 2017-18 Devolved Capital programme included the 
following works:

Channelside, Barrow (replaced 46 lighting columns)
Ulverston Road and Dalton Road, Barrow (replaced 15 lighting columns)
Phase 1 Illuminated Sign Refurbishment (replaced 35 illuminated signs and 
40 illuminated bollards)
Various Locations (replaced 32 individual lighting columns).

A discussion took place regarding the proposed works and members were informed 
that the LED Improvement Programme (Phase 2), would continue converting the 
Council’s road lighting stock to modern and efficient LED lighting.  It was noted that 
the project was forecast to achieve a significant reduction in energy consumed with 
an annual Gross Revenue Saving of £496,000 at the end of the project through the 
conversion of the remaining 20,000 road lighting units to LED.  

Members were informed it was anticipated that the remaining 2,500 units in Barrow 
would be converted between May and October 2018.  It was explained that a limited 
programme of concrete column sleeving would be undertaken.  The Sub-Group 
noted those were concrete columns which had been identified through the 
replacement programme and were structurally sound where the life could be 
extended by replacing the existing concrete bracket and some 37 columns would be 
sleeved in Barrow.

The Sub-Group were informed that the 2018-19 Devolved Capital programme 
included the following works:

Ormsgill, Barrow (replace 45 lighting columns)
Phase 2 Illuminated Sign Refurbishment (replaced 35 illuminated signs and 
40 illuminated bollards)
Local lighting Improvements – small improvements at individual locations.

The local Member for Ormsgill raised the concerns of residents regarding dark 
areas in his division and it was agreed an intermediate light measurement would be 
undertaken.

The local Member for Risedale questioned why a number of lights displayed two 
reference numbers.  The Lighting Manager confirmed one of the figures would be 
obsolete and should be removed and agreed to investigate this.

The local Member for Hawcoat asked about the possibility of installing a street light 
on an adopted lane at Roosebeck.  It was agreed this would be investigated further 
and reported back direct.

The Lighting Manager discussed the next phase of LED replacement lights and 
members confirmed they would like to retain the heritage fittings in the town centre.



The Street Lighting Officer agreed to arrange a meeting with the Chair to visit the 
town centre.

RESOLVED, that the report be noted.

46 ADVISORY DISABLED PERSON'S PARKING BAY APPLICATIONS

The Sub-Group considered a report by the Corporate Director – Economy and 
Highways which advised members of the parking bay applications and the number 
of applications received since the 5 April 2017 report to Highways Advisory Sub 
Group.

Members were informed that the Annual Package of Measures (APM) budget for 
2018/19 included an allocation for the provision of Advisory Disabled Person’s 
Parking Bays of £8,000.  It was noted that part of this allocation was needed to 
offset the staff time in delivering the disabled parking bays through assessment and 
works order which was currently set at 15% for a scheme of this size.

The Sub-Group requested that an additional disabled person’s parking bay for Fife 
Street, Barrow-in-Furness be included in the list of applications for consideration by 
Barrow Local Committee.

RECOMMENDED, that

(1) the applications received for Advisory Disabled Person’s 
Parking Bays between 1 March 2017 and 1 March 2018 
(as detailed in Appendix 1 to the report) be noted;

(2) the installation of Advisory Disabled Person’s Parking 
Bays (as shown in Appendix 1 to the report) be 
approved;

(3) an additional disabled person’s parking bay for Fife 
Street, Barrow-in-Furness be included in the list of 
applications.

47 BARROW WORKS PROGRAMME 2017/18

Members received the Barrow Works Programme for 2017/18.

The local Member for Walney North asked when the Walney Promenade Phase 2 
scheme was scheduled and it was confirmed this was on this year’s Works 
Programme. 



The Sub-Group received an update regarding weed spraying in the Barrow district.  
Members were informed that following a procurement exercise a contract had been 
awarded to ‘Empire Ground Care’, a company based in Northamptonshire, who 
would carry out this year’s weed spraying in both the Barrow and South Lakeland 
area.  It was explained that treatment of the weeds would take place at the 
beginning and end of the season highlighting provision in the Contract for an 
additional spray to take place as necessary.

It was confirmed that an on-line procurement exercise had been undertaken and 
local companies had been afforded the opportunity to submit a tender for works.  

Members raised their concerns regarding issues which could occur due to the 
change in weather conditions, taking into consideration the distance the Company 
had to travel to undertake the works.  Officers assured the Sub-Group this had been 
taken into consideration and were confident this would not cause a problem.

The Sub-Group congratulated officers for the positive report.

RESOLVED, that the report be noted.

48 STAFF PARKING

The Area Manager was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following 
response to a concern raised regarding parking for social work staff who were 
based at Craven House.

The Sub-Group were informed that this had been raised at the Partnership Group 
meeting the previous week.  It had been confirmed that the Borough Council had a 
policy regarding parking charges where some discounts could be applied for 
purchases of multiple permits.  The Borough Council had agreed to provide the 
information to the Area Manager who would forward this to members and the 
manager who had raised the matter at Craven House.

Members discussed the matter and raised health and safety concerns regarding the 
space which had been allocated to staff in the multi-storey car park.  

A discussion took place regarding alternative parking options and a suggestion was 
made regarding a piece of land in the town centre.  The Chair of the Local 
Committee informed the Sub-Group he had agreed to discuss the matter with the 
Manager of the local Morrison’s store with a view to spaces in their car park being 
allocated for use by social workers.  Members agreed this should be investigated in 
the first instance.



49 UPDATE ON SCHOOL CROSSING PATROL ON BATH STREET, 
BARROW-IN-FURNESS

In the absence of the Area Manager the following information was provided to 
members with regards to the school crossing patrol on Bath Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness.

Members had previously been informed that the service provider, Orian, had 
confirmed they carried out their annual risk assessment in November on the site and 
had revisited this again in the last couple of weeks. 

It was explained that as a result of the concerns raised a body camera would be 
provided for the individual.  It was noted that the zero tolerance policy had been 
highlighted which explained that any issues experienced with motorists, should be 
drawn to the attention of Orian who would report the incident to the police.  
Members noted that support was also being provided to the individual by their own 
management.

The Highway Network Manager informed members that they had also informed the 
local police of the issues they had agreed to make a presence at the site.  The Sub-
Group were informed that temporary barriers and additional ‘No Entry’ signs would 
be erected as an interim measure until the agreed scheme of build outs on 
Bath Street was completed.

Members agreed that the Operations Manager from Orian should be invited to the 
next meeting of the Sub-Group to give a general update on school crossing patrols.

50 ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A discussion took place regarding all information relating to the outcome of 
consultation exercises being made available to members and it was agreed the 
Chair would discuss this further with officers.

51 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting of the Sub-Group will be held on Monday 
4 June 2018 at 10.15 am at the Nan Tait Centre, Barrow.

The meeting ended at 12.05 pm


